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Dear Fellow Goans

 

It is time for us to join forces, roll up our sleeves and rescue Goa from certain environmental disaster thanks to the destructive mining industry. 

 

The rapid expansion and accelerated pace of this exploitation the past five  years has dragged Goa to the brink of havoc, beyond which recovery and rehabilitation will be extremely difficult to achieve if not impossible, and the Goa that we know and love will be no more.

 
There are of course many other serious problems facing Goa but none as destructive and urgent as mining, which is the issue we will be focusing on in the near future.

Strip mining has rapidly devastated Goa - its forests, rivers, water tables, agricultural land, and fisheries. Villages and people are under serious attack from the mining industry.

 

This destruction must be stopped and we must demand compliance with rules and regulations hitherto blatantly ignored by the mining industry in complicity  with whatever government in power in Goa.  We must ensure the Goa government have the political will to control, monitor and regulate this destructive industry.

 

While we may know corruption among government officials, business and those in mining is rampant in Goa, there is an important role for civil society, as seen by the work done so far by a small but determined group of people. 

Against all odds and against all expectations, in February this year this small group managed to convince the Minister of Environment and Forests, Jairam Ramesh to impose a moratorium on new mining leases in Goa (more than130 are awaiting clearance), until the full impact of mining in Goa was studied and understood.  The independent study has now been commissioned by the Ministry of Environment and Forests. 

 

Last May, also for the first time in Goa’s history, we managed to convince the Ministry of Environment and Forests to host a round table meeting between miners, NGOs and mine affected people, and relevant government officials to discuss and resolve various issues that impact environment and populations in the mining belt and that need to be addressed urgently by the industry and government. We are awaiting follow-up action by the government, while another such meeting will follow probably in September or October this year.

 

There are in fact several things we can use as weapons to tame the mining industry. One of them is building public opinion around the issue and generating public protests at the national and international level; the other is seeking recourse in the rule of law, and the considerable influence wielded by Ministers from the Central Government who still hold the ultimate power. To achieve both, we need to create a larger awareness of this issue among the Goan population and media, and bring on our side as we have of late, a handful of dedicated lawyers to fight the illegalities rife when it comes to mining in Goa.
We are lucky thus far that we have in Jairam Ramesh, a courageous Minister for Environment and Forests in New Delhi, who has already shown his mettle imposing a moratorium on new mining leases in Goa, until an independent study is carried out on the impact of mining.
 

A small core group of dedicated Goans both in Goa and outside Goa is now taking the mining industry in Goa head on to try and stop the total devastation of our home land.  The progress is slow, both due to the lack of resources and the lukewarm support from the Goan community in general.  
We continue to work systematically, and have a clear and concrete plan of action for the immediate future that needs your help and support.

 

Within the next 6 months we need to undertake three important tasks to take the struggle further:

 

1. Film the mining belt of Goa by helicopter, to capture the extent of the devastation thus far. As every Goan ought to know, Goa is 104Km long and the mining belt is 95 Km long! This film is urgently needed to shock the public into action and bring pressure to bear on the Goa government and the mining industry. Such a film will be a crucial visual aid to conscientizet Goans worldwide.

2. We need to commission an independent scientific study on the impact of mining on Goa’s environmental life support systems. This will be a counterpoint to the study that will be carried out shortly by the Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad, commissioned by the Ministry of Environment and Forests. Since the Indian School of Mines is regularly used by the mining industry in Goa, its study is likely to be influenced by mining interests, and cannot be relied upon as being entirely independent and objective. Our study will rightfully be a Citizens’ Study.
3. We need to focus on ‘public interest litigation’, and build a support system to provide regular funding to fight the mining expansion and illegal activities through the justice system.  We have a small team of brilliant and dedicated lawyers working on mining issues with minimum or no financial resources and they need to be supported. 

 

These tasks must happen before September, when mining activity, after the monsoons, will be back to the hilt. 

We need your active help and advise to build a mechanism to enable the Goans in the UK, Canada, USA and other countries to support these three tasks before us – urgent initiatives that make a huge difference to Goa, its way of life, and its survival. 

 

Contact me if you have any suggestions or queries, and, more importantly, if you wish to actively help:
Carmen Miranda , carmitamiranda@gmail.com , London July 2010 






